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It hasbeensaidthat theprinary functionof school sistoinpart enoughfactstonake
chi | dren st op aski ng questi ons. Sone, w t hwhomt he school s do not succeed, becone

Knut Schmdt-N el sen, 77 Gl ’s Mose (1995)
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October Meseting
Haunt ed Houses or Haunt ed Heads?
I nvesti gat e Betweent he Ears, Not t he Eaves

Foundi ng A R T. nenter Joe Gastri ght t ook
onthefornndad ej dbof fillinginat thel ast mnutefor
ghost bust er Bob Baker, whowas unabl et ospeak at the
Qct ober neeting. Joestolethetitleof hista kand
several storiesfromhisol dfriendandskeptical
col | eague and waded i nt o an i npr onpt u and hi ghl y
know edgeabl et al k onghost s, why peopl ebel i evein
t hem and howt o de- haunt t he haunt ed.

Anmedw thasnal | punpkin, asyet uncarved
inothetrad tiona Jacko Lantern, Joetd dlisteners
that hi s vi ews of Hal | oween had changed sonewhat
sincehespoketoART. onthetopi csevera years ago.
The Gel tstowhomHal | oweeni s attri butedwerea
stoneagegroupprobabl yori ginatingi ntheareavhere
Grnanyistoday. Bventual lytheir culturespreadal |
over Europe, andeventual | ytoEngl andand I rel and.
Wfortunately, littleisknomnof thi s peopl e because
theyfail edtowiteanyt hi ngdown.

Mbst of our Hal | oween cust ons ar e descended
not fromhe @Gl tsbut fromearly Chri stiancust ons

(Cont. Pg 8)

November Meeting

Forthri ght Decepti on: ALawyer - Migi ci an Looks
at Gonsuner Fraud.

Novenber speaker Bob O oskery has t wo
skepti cal w ndows t hr oughwhi chtovi ewt hewor| d.
Heisaskillednagi cian, andi nfact earnedhisliving
for about fiveyearsworkingasanag cian. Inaddition
heisal awer wospecidizesinlitigationrel atedto
consuner fraudand decepti on.

Ater varmmngupwthanol tiplyingbal I strick
andaj okeor two, Bobto dusabout hisunlikel yroute
toaninterest i nconsuner fraud. Inthelatel970' s, j ust
astheM et namvar ended, hej oi nedt he ar ny and was
assi gnedtoa Wi t e Sands, NewMxi co, uni t engaged
intestingananti-aircraft systemvwi cheventual |y
becanethePatriat mssile Hslodyprivate sjobvas
totest thesystemt oseewnet her t he product nat ched
thearny sspecificaias. Itddit.

But Bob G oskery nor et han net speci fi ca-
tions: after ayear at M te Sands, hevonapresi derti a
conmnssi ontoVést Roi nt, fromahi chhegraduatedin
1982, fini shinghi srequi redpost-graduatetour of duty
in1987. A thispoint hereturnedtoahi ghschool
pursuit, hiringout as anagici an. He founded a
conpany provi di ngenterta nnent actsfor G nci nnat i
ar ea busi nesses. Wenrecessi onput anendtot hat
effort, hewent back toschool and pi ckedupal aw
degee

nioisagoodstatei nwiichtospeciaizein
consuner | aw becausei ts consuner protecti onl ans
are unusual 'y favorabl etothe consuner. AnChi o
consuner who w ns nay get danages plustriple
danages, pl usreasonadl eattorneys’ fees, reasonad ein
thi s context bei ngabout $200anhour. Lhder the hi 0
(Cont. Pg 12)
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S i ppery Synpt omSyndr ome

Letsnakeavisit toal oca doctor’ sofficeandlisteninto
one of thenorefrequent patients. Itseither Mibel or Phil
dependi ng on your own pref erence. Doctor Tol | ver al ready has
“troubl esl eepi ng” onhi snotebut ask’ sfor nore:

Vel | just don't fed vl | andl thirkitsrelatedtotheinsommia First | fed tired
a | day, but whenl get inbedl just laythereandtossandturn. A workl can
hard y keepny eyes openandj ust can't seentoget anythingdone. | havetowite
everythingdomnor el sel forget it beforethedayisover. | just can't concentrate
any noreand| amgetti ngvworri edabout nyj ob. Thi s has beengoi ngonf or years,
but latelyit seenstobegetti ngworse- ever since | sawyoul ast year.

Af ewnor e quest i ons showt hat he/ she has been st ayi ng hone al ot ,
avoi di ng previ ous hobbi es, wat chingal ot of TVandsoforth. Thearthriti sand
aci dstonacharestill therebut they coneandgo, andt he nedi ci neseenstohel p.
“MfriendhasbeentakingS. John' sVi@rt andsay’ sit red lyhel p's, vhat doyou
thi nk?’

Theonlythingwongwththisreport i sthat thedoctor i s sel domesked or
td dabout aherbal or neutra-ceutical beforeitistried If thedoctor had apopul ar
pl acebowththepudlicityof S. John' sVeed, it woul dprobabl y beaseffecti ve
as anyt hi nghe canprescri be. The synpt ons above ar et he cl assi ¢ synpt ons of
depressi onandt he w del y used “ pepper uppers” andtranqui | i zers used f or
treatnent al | havesi deeffectsvhi chnakethei r useprobl enati c.

Asyndrone | i ket he one descri bedearlier i s quitecomon but not
necessarilyconfirnabl eor treatabl e. Asyndronei saset of synpt ons conmonl y
foundi nassoci ati onwthone anot her but not sci entificallyconnectedtoan
organi c cause. | nthe hands of anot her t herapi st t he sane synpt ons woul d be
recogni zed as Chroni ¢ Fati gue Syndr one whi chi s nor e accept abl e t o sone
sufferersbecauseitsnot “nental”. Itsbetter thanbei ng*depressed’ because
depr essed peopl e are t hought of asinneedof a“tal ki ngcure” or wor se as
“nal i ngerers’.

Areal | yunl ucky patient mght fal | intothehandsof abeliever inMS |f
thepatient hadever beenexposed, past or present, tomcrascopi cal | ysnal | doses
of any“chiermcal s' thenMil ti pl e Chemical Sensitivity Syndr one shows t hese
sane synpt ons and as nany nore as youvant. Sufferersareinstructedtofind
protecti veervi ronnent sandavoi dcontact wthal | chencal s?

Aongwththoseaother chronicreasonsfor aternativetreat nents, “pain,
bodyfat, andsexual di sorders,” fatigue, nenoryl ass, inabilitytoconcentrate,
andsl eepdisorders wll keepthepractiti onersof AternativeMd cineandthe
pur veyor s of “weeds and seeds” i nbusi ness f or ever .

Nowfor therest of thestory......... Thelist of synptonsthet | startedwth
didnot conrefromanarticleon“Depression”. Thefivesynptons| |istedwere
inanarticl eon “The Ten Gmon 9 gns of Rossessi on.” Soyouseethat earlier
ages had hypot heses about t he cause of conrmon“ | don't feel good!” synpt ons
whi chwereasinventiveandaswel | corroboratedastheones|istedearlier.
Exor ci smanyone? —Joe Gastri ght
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:__% Fromthe
ey, UN-Easy Chair...
Rel i gi onand Sci ence i n ART.

ARTi s concernedw t husi ng t he evi dence of
sci encetodi sprovet hefal seand mst akencl ai ns of
pseudo- sci ence, heal t hquackery, the paranornal , and
del i beratefraud. Vébelievethat fal seinfornation
inperilsindividua s’ heal thand happi nessasvel | as
firnend d security.

Vé donot questionreligiousbeliefsheldon
faith. Rig oustenetshel donfai thandsupportedhby
texts bel i eved t 0 be sacr ed can not be exam ned
scientifically. Thustheyarenot aconcernof the
Associ ati onfor Rati onal Thought .

Itisolywenrdigousbdiefsextendinothe
natura worl dtonakescientificclains that ARTwl |
consi der theissue. Let neillustratenypoint wthan
exanpl e. |1f soneonebel i evesthespirit of Jesusis
present i nthefanous Shroud of Turi nbecause God
pl acedH sinaget hereusi ngthehandof anarti st, and
ho dsthisfaithregard essof thenateria sourceand
hi story of the shroud, the Associ ati onfor Rati onal
Thought has no corment .

It isonlywhenbelieversclai mheclothwas
actual | ywoveninthefirst century CEthat weturnto
sci entifi cevidencetosupport our positionthat this
clai m suntenabl e. Tosupport our poi nt of view we
poi nt tothreei ndependent radi oactivecarbontests
whi ch concl uded t hat t he cl ot h dat es fromt he
fourteenthcentwyandthehistorica testinanythat the
inagewas pai ntedat that tinebyanartist. Wat i s
nore, asrational thi nkersweare preparedtoconsi der
conflictingevi denceandthepossibilitythehistorica
recordi shiased But, wedovant toseet heevi dence.
Andwe do vant t o drawconcl usi ons about t he nat ur al
and hi storical worldfromnatural andhistorical
evi dence, rat her thanfronfai th-basedbel i ef s.

Inthiscontroversid andd fficut natter | spesk
onlyfor nysel f, aseditor of thisnewsl etter, but |
bel i evel al sospeakfor thenaj orityof t henentership
of ART.

—Hdi tor

Lettersto the Editor...

The Chur ch and Ast r onony
The cl ai mt hat t he
Ronan Gat hol i ¢ Chur ch ai ded
astronony duringthe Mddl e
Ages by cdl | ecti ngast ronom-
cal informationisnot sustai nabl e. The Churchdid
i ndeed provi deitsel f wthastronomcal infornation
adlowngittoestadishcorrect datesfor Easter, but the
other infornati onca | ect edandt heunder stand ngaf the
uni versethat it | edt oweresuppressed. seful dataand
i deas that are not accessi bl etoscientists donot
contributetoscience. Thenotionthat “t he Ronan
Gat hol i ¢ Chur ch oncewaged al ong and bi tter war on
sci ence, andonastronony i nparti cul ar” stands.
Mrg niaJergens, Gncimati
Note: This|etter appearedin 77e AewYor k 77 nes on Tuesday 26
Qct ober 1999

Bear Fi ends,

The“bread’ storyinyour June/ Julyissueisal l
wong. Inthefirst placeit wasnot ananwhoput aster
onthebread, but ayounggirl. Mybe havi ng a nan
nake hi sownneal i saPCupdat e of thestory. And, of
courseshed dnat put butter onthebread, but sc/ra/'tz
Becausew thhbutter youwoul dnot beal | onedt o add any
kindof lunchneat. However, thelast lineisdefinitey
correct. Mnor grl, butter or schnal tz, thebreadwas
“greased’ ont hew ongsi de.

—MrieP. Prins, Qost-Souburg, The Net herl ands
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Ther e once was a nat henat i ci an
Wio pref erredanexcti c posi tion. X
~' ‘Twasthejoyof hislife
Toachievewthhiswfe
Topa ogi cal | y conpl ex coi ti on.
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

Aocal ypse Retty o Travelsin
G1a- 71 ne Aner i ca
by Al ex Heard
(NewYork: Norton &Qo. 1999)

“I'thinkbillionswll bekilled.” Sesaidit quite
cheerfullyandbriskly, explaining, “Veél I, theEarthisa
livingentity, andwhenyoupassthe 3percent narkinterns
of ecd og cd changethere sareaction--avid et reaction As
theysay, EarthChangesi sahbirthingprocess, but it’ sgaoing
tobeabl oody birthing.”(p. 108). @ suchistheopi niondf a
non-religious, ecol ogycult expl oredbyjournalist A ex
Heard. A'together heexanmned el ght cul tsinngj or chapters,
wthplentyof sidetripsandl otsof goodquotes. | get the
i npressi onHeardi s qui t esynpat heti ct ot he change seeker s
and doomsayer s, infact, woul dl i ketogoal ongbel i eving
their stories. Bx, hisgoodsense, hi sreporterscyni ¢ci smand
afair dosedf rati onal i tykeephi mont hesi deof theskepti cs.
As one conseguence hi s subj ect sdotendtoconeoff asquite
friendy, nostlyharnhess, i f soneti nesal soquitestupidif
nat crazy.

I"venenti onedoneaof thecul ts, | et nerevi ewsone
of theothers. I nchapter onethe Uhari us- i enceof Life
soci ety expect s spacebrotherstoarriveinUFOstoai d
nanki nd. Intwo, thefundanental i st preacher andt her abbi
arebreedi nganal | redcow tohavethisrequisitean nal for
sacrificevhenthe Tenpl ei srebui | t. Wi chof cour se nust
happen bef ore the bat t | e of A nageddon cant ake pl ace.
Heardcal | sthenf'rel i gi ous hobbyi sts” woonl yfal | short of
Pooh Gor ner cozi ness when you consi der t he obst acl est hey
face. Ghapter four | ooksat oneof thesuccessorstokoreshin
atown| have conetothi nk of as Vécko. The chapt er al so
expl ai nsthe event s aroundt he bunchwho cal | edt hensel ves
t he Republ i ¢ of Texas andwhotriedto secedefromthe
LhitedSates. Thisisonegroupwthpotentia for vi d ence.
Yet Heard conment sononeof thel eaders: “Tonehedi dn' t
seemevi |, just stupid 'y, dangerousl y msgui ded, i nthat he
vas breski ngthel ant oexpresspal i ti ca viewsthat heshoul d
have expressedt hroughnornal palitical neans, |ikejo ning
t he Young Aner i cans for Freedom” (p. 153). Chapter fiveis
about Dr. S even M G eer, who has seen nore UFO st han
al | other vi evers conti ned, andwhoi susi ngsi gnal stocal |
the spacefri ends downt o Eart hby assuri ngt hemwe ar e good
and harnhess. As Geer reportedhi nsel f, hehas scored“a
confirned, closerange, multi-wtness... interactive
encounter wthfive UO s that responded i nki ndwhen

si gnal edw t ha500, 000 candl e pover light inintel ligent
sequences. " (p. 197). Insix, anuner of deepthinkersare
i ntroducedwhoi ntendt obui | di ndependent countri es on
floati ngseai sl ands or per haps onspace shi ps. Bit, “the
hi story of nationsthat never exi stedis by nature
sket chy.” (p. 223). | nsevenwe neet sone peopl e who
intendtoliveto120or forever, inother words f ood
suppl enent j unki es. Hear d asked aphysi ci anandnutrition
expert about t he di et pursued by one of thesefool s. The
doctor’ sadvice: “Don’t touchthisstuff!”(p. 259) And
find lyinei gt vevisit wththelnstituted agent! enanwo
has | earned, andw | | teachus, howt o have out - of - body
experi ences. Just why youwoul dwant t o have out of body
experi encesisnat clear. VilenHeardfai | stosucceedgetting
an(BE thetrai ner firmyinstructshim “Just useyour
i nagi nat i onwhenyou’ renot gettingit, andif youcan't
ingineit, raextoinagneit.” (p. 320).

Al indl, andconsi deri ngthewdevari ety of screvs
| oose, thisbookislotsof funif yougofor that sort of
anusenent . Al ex Hear d concl udesw tht hi sthought: “The
terrifyingspecter of evil | unacy mght a waysbel coseinthe
vorld. Bit, fortunately, sowl | theamall espirit of Goner
Rie”(p 339.

—\| f Roder

@Gl | ul ar Phones and 20/ 20.

It beganin 1993 whenaH ori da
nan br ought sui t agai nst cel | ul ar phone
conpani es after hiswfed edof brain
cancer. “Sheta kedonthethinga | the
tineand hel dit agai nst her head,” he
saidonlLarry KingLive. That wasthe
extent of theevi dence and af ederal
j udge t hrewout t he cl ai mtwo year s
| ater. Védnesday ni ght, ABCNews 20/ 20, i nwhat O ane
Sawyer cal | ed“thereport everyonew | | betal ki ngabout,”
askeditsownexperts. Theywerefaniliar t oanyonewho
fol | onedthe power-1inecontroversy. The editor of
M crovave News, LouisJesin, vasrepeated yreferredto
as“Dr. Sesin.” Doctor of what ? Reached by phonet hi s
nor ni ng, he woul d not say. However, IWhas confi rned
that Sesin sFDisin“UbanS udi esandH anni ng.”

-- War s Nevby Robert L. Park, 22 Gct ober 1999

Bveryoneisentitl edtodosonet hi ng

~real |y stupi dnowandt hen, but sone

~ peopl edoabusetheprivil ege.

’ —bi 0-astrol oger Esneral davon
Lowenzahn- Dent del i on
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rfuting B0 wi o Aanabook for S udernt' s, R -
ers av
Teachers Qurteri ngthe Lat est A gunet s for B0/ -
tan
by JonathanD Sarfati, Ph.Q F. M
(GeenForest, AR Mast er Books, 1999)

Theback page i nfforns ustheauthor i sanAustral i an
wthaFh. D i nphysi cal chemstryfromM ctorialhiversity
inVellington, NewZeal and. 1t further says “he has co-
aut hor ed vari ous t echni cal papers” inhis specialty of
vi brati onal spectraoscopy. | coul dfi ndonl y onesuchapaper,
i t appearedin Sectrach mcaActg 1994. 1 nany case he has
beenaChri sti ansi nce 1984, and nowworksful | -ti nefor the
mni stry Asvers/nG@res/sinBisbane, Australia, werehe
Isaresearchscientist andeditoria consul tant for their
nagazi ne Qear/ onex N A/ oandt he associ at ed 7ec/rv ca/
Journa/. Theforewordwas witten by KenHam director of
the Awsvers/ nGries/ smini stryinNort her n Kent ucky.

fuimBad urianseqicitlyintendedasarespose
to 7eact ng abour Bvol uti onand'the Nat ure of i ence, a
teachers’ gui debook publ i shed by t he Nat i onal Acadeny of
i ences. GvenSarfati’squalificationswe nay expect an
authoritativescientificstatenent of “Geati onSci ence.”
Ufortunately, itisarehashof all thed dargunentsrat her
thanareport onsci ertificfind ngs.

Thefirst chapter i sabout therationalisticand
natura i stichias, andtheat hei snof nodernsci enti sts. The
book i nsi ststhesci enti fi cconsensus aroundeva uti oni s /art
overwhel mng. Insupport it citesalonglist of fanous
“creati oni st sci entists;” nonefromthetventiethcentury.

Michof thebookisgi venover tocitingtheB bl e,
andinstructingusinwhat creati onstsnay or nay not bel i eve.
Thus, “the Hebrewwords for theani nal stakenintotheark
donot incl udeinvertebrates” fromahi chit fol | ows“t hey
nust have survi ved of f t he ark sonehow " (p. 46). Yes, how
andvihat i stheenpirical evi dencefor thi sanazi ngst at enent .
nt he sane page, Koal as coul dhavemgratedtoAustralia
fromM. Ararat. Guldtheyreal | y?Just aseasilytheycou d
have been dr opped by UFGs. Therei s noevi dencefor either
scenari 0. Oehastoconcl udethat Sarfati has noi deaabout
sci encedespitehisFh.D

Qrechapter i sdevatedtoarehashof “mssi ngl i nks”
intheevad uti onrecord. Anat her chapter deni eseva uti onof
bi rds fromdi nosaurs. S nce A chaequr er/ xhadfeathers, he
clearlycoul dn't have beenadi nosaur. Asfor whal es, the
evi dencei sjust not theretoinfer anyki ndof evd uti on. And
so he goes on.

Hunan bei ngs aretoodi ssiml ar fromani nal sto
have coomonancestors. Sarfati deal swththenorerecent!y
di scovered DNAsi nil ariti es, but draws ont he sane ol d saw

5

toexpla nthemanay. Smlaritiesareduetoacomon
desi gner, who“usedt he sane bi ochenistry and st ruct ures
innanyd fferent creatures.”(p. 82). Asfor thenati ont hat
entoryoni ¢ devel opnent hassiml arities, itjustisnttrue
accordingtoSarfati. “Theonl yway f or Haeckel tohave
drawnt heml ooki ng sosi nill ar was t o have c/eared” (p.
85). Enphasi sintheorigina . Let neaddthat t he Ger nan
nat ural i st B nst Haeckel has beendead si nce 1919 andt het
Sarfati i sargui ngabout hundredyear d dil lustrati ons.

Thereisnothi ngnewi n AR&futingBol ution 1tis
perhapsinterestingtohaveit dl together inonep ace. Itis
ast oni shi ng t o see howmuch of noder n sci ence t he
fundanental i st Gristians havetoreject touphol dtheir
faith. Geationismsnot nerel yabout atheoryori g nated
by Carw n, but tosupport their i nagi ni ngs, devot ees have
toreject all of historical geol ogy and ast r onon cal
cosnol ogy. Ay evi dencewhi chshowstheearthtobequite
ol dnust beregj ected, whi chincl udes eart h nagneti sm
nucl ear physics, dendrochronol ogy, as wel | as
g ottochronol ogy. Wat i snore, creationi stsal sorej ect
noder nhi st ori cal and ar chaedl ogi cal schal ar shi pwhi ch
seesthestory of Gnesis as anythborrowedfromol der
Msopot annaci vi l i zat i ons.

A theend, Sarfati arguesthat the“intel i gent
desi g’ expl anationislegtinate Hefal stobringforvard
any evi dence show ng howa process of del i ber at e desi gn
nay have worked. Rather it i sthe sane ol d negative
argunent, natureistooconpl exfor thetria anderror
procedures of eva ution. Nt evenSarfati’ sB bl espeaks of
desi gnor descri bes adesi gnprocess, rat her t he openi ng
vor ds of Genesi sstrikethi snon-expert asplai nandsi npl e
vor d nagi c.

—\l f Roder

Burrp! Isit Oxygeninthe Vet er
or Arinthe Head?

Accordingto Qurts///ustrated
hockey pl ayersintheSan eyGpfina s
rel i edon* oxygenat edvat er” t o boost
bl ood- oxygen | evel s. Accordingto
Gy’ Fauy, the Ganadi an conpany t hat
sdlsit, theboostedvat er hestw cethe
oxygen of tapwater, or about 16ngy/
liter, whichiscertainlypossibleifit’sbottledunder
pressure. Assuningt he oxygenniracul ousl y ends upint he
bl oodi nst ead of the bl adder, hownuch of thi swat er woul d
it taketosuppl y evenone percent of apl ayer’ s oxygen? A
trai nedat hl et e pl ayi ng hard uses about 0. 13 gr ans of
oxygenper second. Vécal cul atethat playerswll needto
drink146litersi naB0ninut e ganefor aone percent boost .
They surewoul d need f requent br eaks!

Wiat ’ s NewRobert L. Parkw th Hel ene G ossnan,
23 July 1999
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W nourn Porter Henry: Extraordi nary Skeptic
by M rg ni aJergens

} J. Porter Henry, Jr., diedctober 31, 1999. Hewas 88year s young, alively,
% ineligent, funyperson addight tobewth Hevasanat henati ci an, api oneer i nsal esand

N~

nanagenent devel opnent trai ni ng, aut hor of several books, w nner of t he Gongressi onal
Medal of Honor. Hewas al soanenter of ART. Infact, hewas t hefoundi ng nentoer. |
991, the@mmtteefor theSientificlnvestigationof Ga nsof theParanornal (C3 GV
2 undert ook aseri es of executi vecounci | neeti ngs hel dacraosst hecountryt oencour agel ocal
perti d peti oninskepticd activities.
( Forter andother G nci nnati areaskepticsnet for | unchwththe C3 GPexecut i e
counci | at the Cormonweal thH Itonat I-75and Turfway, on Sunday, Decentoer 2, 1990
) .Anong t he parti ci pant s wer e ne, ny husband O ck Shepher d, and ny son Fet er Jer ge 44
\ After | unch, Paul Kurtzandother C3 GIPl umnari es spoke. The neet i ng br oke up ar ouné
S 3p. mw thnurnurings of howni ceit woul dbetohaveal ocal skeptics’ group. Nanes of :

el B g S

) thoseinterestedi nforning suchagroupwereca | ect ed.
Therethenatter sat until Rorter borronedthel i st of Skeptical | ngui rer subscri bers
fromC3 AP, cal | ed Joe Gastri ght and O ck Shepherd, and connedthemi ntoj oi ninghi m g

for | unchat the Véshi ngt on A at f or mSal oonand Rest aurant at t he corner of Gurt andE m
reets. Inthat d mestabl i shnent, Porter, Joeand D ck cookedupap antobringthelight
o reasontoG nci et i .

WthRxrter a thehe m thegroupnai | edaquesti onnai retol ocal Skeptica Inguire
subscri bersandi nvi t edt hent oal uncheonneet i ngt o or gani zeaskepti csgroup. Theori gi nal
quest i onnai res conpl et ed by Skepti cal | nqui rer subscribersinterestedi nformngal ocal
groupareincludedinART srecords. A that tine, theskeptica issuesnast interestingto
nenfoer s wer e UFOr epor t s and pseudaosci ent i fi ¢ and fraudul ent heal t hand nedi cal 1 ssues. ~ 2

Thefirst neeti ngwas hel dSaturday, Sept. 21, 1991, at 10: 00A M at the Hol i day
InnonRe42and|-275, Porter presiding. Lunchwas $15. Fourt een peopl e at t ended t ket
neeti ng, andtwenty-sevenot hers expressedinterest injoining. A that neeting, the
folowngprotenoffi cersweresd ected JoeGstright, Rresident, Rorter Hary, Scretary,

R char d Shepherd, Treasurer andM rgi ni aJergens, Newsl etter Editor, Dueswereset $15 }
($for ful tinestudents).
Porter’ seffortsonbehal f of theskeptical conmuni tydi dnot endw ththat found ng (
neeting Inadd tiontoavarietyd activitiesfar ART., includ ngwitingfor thenevel etter,
Rorter pai nstaki ngl ytranscribedl onghours of audi otapesrecordedby Fhil Kass, (G s
UFOi nvestigator. Vew || greatlymsshistwnklingwt andthought ful appr
nattersskepticd.

\
> S
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ASkeptic' sV ew 4 plascdramup. |f therei sanajor outage, it vl beveat her
f Y2K < rel ated--not Y2Krel ated! 9ncel liveinthecity, hereis

0 what | reconmend:

Asi de fromt he j oke goi ng ar ound about t ur ni ng
Mbnday i nt o Mbndak and Tuesday i nt 0 Tuesdak, t hei deas,
comment s and hyst eri afor Y2Kar e beconi ng nonst r ous.
W1 their beawor| dw decal amty--1 doubt it! WII sone
peopl epart-takeinse f-ful fillingpropheci esandacti ons?
Maybe.

I wvorkintheworldof findingcorrectionsfor the
Y2Kbug. Qur conpany has beenready for several nont hs
now | spent thebetter part of ayear andahal f bot h
prepari ng ny own conpany f or t he newcent ury andt racki ng
our supporting conpani esw th their preparations.
Prepari ng ny own conpany f or t he newcent ury was t he easy
part as| vasveryanareof it’sapproachsevera yearsago
(aswerenost forwardl ooki ng programmers). Therefore, |
woteprogranstoincl ude4-digit yearswenl coul d.

Anong our “supporting”’ conpani es ar e conpani es
suchas G nergy, dnci nnati Vet er Vérks and G nci nnat i
Bell. V¢ al sohadtoget statenents fromour Banks,
Landl ord, I nsurance, etc. (Don't askour Payrol | Minager
about our payrol | conpany —They changed t o a Y2K
conpl i ant system nnmid-July. Véonlyrecently hada100%
correct payrol1!). Anwost al | conpani es haverecent|y
changed t hei r conput er softwaretothe Y2Kconpl i ant
softvare. Therefore, wearegettingal | of thebugs now not
i nJanuary.

But why does al | of thi stracki ngand st at enent
getting needt o be done anyway? Because of thereadi ness of
any conpany t o nake sone extra noney of f of soneone
el ses mstake. Legal conpaniesaresettingupentire
departnents for Y2Klitigation. Here' sonesenario:
Gonpany Arequest s a shi pnent of w dget s f r omGonpany
B Thesew dgetsareconsi deredaverycritical conponent
and Gonpany Akeeps no ext ra st ock on hand ( known as
Just-in-tinelnventory). Gonpany Bnisses t he Shi pnent
because sonehowt he dat e read 1900i nst ead of 2000 or 2020
i nstead of 2000. The nssed shi pnent st ops a producti on
ling idingdl of theworkersonthat | ine, causi ngnpany
Atomssit’ sshipnent datetoit’scustoner andl osi ngthe
order. Therefore, wthout aski ngany questi ons, Gonpany
Asues npany B Anironictw st tothestorywoul dbei f
npany A s Purchase O der statedthat theorder was due
i n 2020. Then Gonpany Bcoul d count er - sue Gonpany A
Andsoit wouldgoonandon.....

M anorepersonal note. Howw |1 Y2Kef f ect ne?
WI| therebesonegl itches?Yes. Mst of theglitcheswll
beinthesnal | er endbusi nesses | i ket he Mmand Fopstore
downthestreet whodon't havethetine and/ or noney to
nake needed changes. Therenay al sobesoneglitchesin
therural areasof thecountryassonedf therural supporting
conpani es can' t fi ndt he peopl et o nake t he changes needed
inther softvare.

What shoul d you do? That depends on wher e you
live. HreinGncinnati, | believethat Gnergy, theVeter
Wrksetc. wll beready andoperati ngor have cont i ngency

1) Dhavealittl eextracashonhandfor thosetines
whent hel ocal Mmand Popstorescan't takecredit
cards. But don't have sonuch ext ra cash onhand
that soneburgl ar coul dnakeabighal | .

2) Knowand be abl et o provewhat you havei nyour
accounts. Especi al | y keep your st at enent s and
recordsstra gt.

3 | arplanni ngtoprepareas| usua |y dofor food,
vat er, andvarnbhintheevent that we ar e snoned
inor therei stoonuchsnonout si dethat | can' t get
out togogrocery shopp ngwentherefrigeratoris

enpty.

F nal | y—besensi bl e, thinkandfindout -- askrealistic
questions. | findit soneti neshaerdtoresi st go ngal ongwth
thel atest, exciting out-of-the-ord neryfadof surviva i sm
Bvery conpany inthelhited S atesi s very anarei nnany
ways about t he conming newcentury. Véw || survive
pesceful | yi

Happy NewYear t o Ever yone!
Donna Loughry

A Puzze for Thinkers

Sarsinyour Byes?
Anel ght poi ntedstar canbet hought

sidesor |ines. (Seedraw ng.) Hwl ong
wou doredf thesesidesbe, if thed stance
fromonepoi nt of thestar toitsopposite
pai nt i steni nches?

W

Sl utiontol ast nont h' s puzzl e:

The snal | est nunioer whi chi st he sumof two cubes
intvwodi fferent vays:

1729 =103+ 93 =123 + 13

Theeasi est vaytofi ndthesei stotaket hecuberoat
of 1729, whi chisjust over 12. Any useful cube
nust besnal | er thanthis. Thusit iseasytotrythe
nunioer s snal | er t han 12 one by one t 0 see whi ch

nayfit.
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Haunted Houses/Heads from page 1....

associ atedwthA | SaintsBve, thenight before Al
SintsDay, aGristianhd iday pl acedsoast oconpet e
wththeGlts fall harvest
4 festival. Punpki ns carved
intoJack o' Lanterns, for
exanpl e, are our nod-
ern version of | anps
carvedfromhuge, tough
turni pswii chQristians
carriedonHal | oveento
prevent attacks by evi
qirits
The core of Hal | oween, how
ever, istheharvest festival the@ tsca |l edSanai n
(pronounced sahwen). Santai ndi d not cel ebrate a
particu ar deity, a thoughthe@ tsarethought tohave
probabl y beenpd yt hel sti ¢, but wvasaharvest festivd .
[tsnaneinCelticneans “end of summer,” andin
Gael i ¢, “Noventer, ” bot h suggest i ng t he har vest
netured thefestiva .

The Cel t s appear t o have had consi der abl e
contra over their ghosts: Santai nvastheonl yni ght of
t heyear onwhi chghostswerepermttedtoappear. I n
add tiontoce ebratingtheharvest, a | executi onsfor
t he year wer e done on Hal | oween, and bl ack cat swere
thromintobofiresligitedonhill topstocheer onthe
d nhni shi ngsun.

The Qi stianchurchasit overt ookt he pagan
reigonsthat precededit i nBropenadeeveryeffort to
turn Hal | oneen i nt o a peaceabl e, dull and
sanct i noni ous hol i day byturningit intoAl Saint’s
Bre. Inthisit vaslikenost religons, wichtypicaly
take unki ndl y t onentoers’ deal i ngw t hor conver si ng
wthghostsor spirits. Thereasonfor thistraditi ona
aversiontod lovngrd i g assadherentstota ktosprits
isthat it wvaswel | knownthat nogood canconeof it.
Nowwe knowt hat tal kingtospirits, al thoughoften
har nhess, sonet i nes al | ows t he anonynous r el ease of
what ever angry, j eal ous, or fright enedt hought s peopl e
have but areunw | | i ngt o speak t hensel ves.

Theonlyreligi onthat permts andencour ages
conversationswththedeadi s aproduct of Anerican
cuture thespiritualist novenent, wi chdevel opedin
the Lhited S at es duri ngthe ni net eent h cent ury.
Soi ritual i smi s organi zed ar ound cont act i ng and
conver si ngw t ht he dead.

Acurrent exanpl eof thetraditional horror of
ghostsfelt by churchauthoritiesisthebrounahain
rm ngham A abana, brought on
by arequest by f undanent al i st
churchgroupstheretohave
Hal | oween noved from
Qctober 31tothefourth
St urday i n@t ooer sot hat
it coul dnever occur ona
Qunday. These groups f eel
that Hil | oneen desecr at es
Sunday because it is a
cd eraiond sprits.

Bverycivilizationthat we knowabout has had
bel i ef sabout ghosts. But thebel i ef, al t hough conman,
sonet i nesturnswhol el i ves upsi dedownandcreat es a
great deal of personal unhappi ness. Inthe Lhited
Sates, for exanpl e, where surveys have f ound t hat
52%of t he popul ati onbel i evesinastrol ogy and 42%
bel i evet hat di nosaur s and hunanbei ngsi nhabi tedt he
earthat thesaneti ne, anodest 35%bel i evei nghost s.
For thi s 35% and f or anyone who bel i eves t hat
nessages canberecei vedfromhedead, apracticelike
usi ngaQui jaboardtorecei vespirit nessages canbe
quiteunsettling. WsingaQuijaboardgenerally
produces har nhess nessagesinitial ly, but thenthe
nessages beconefrightening, viad ent, or vicious, as
theusers’ unconsci ous t hought s begi nt o appear .

Ahandy way toreveal theearthly source of
Qui j aboard nessagesistoblindfol dtheuser, and
provi de aboardwt hascrantl eda phabet. Under these
Ci rcunst ances t he * nes-
sages of thespirits”
; * beconewuninteligbe.

: yingthat dl of histips

/7i nto a haunting at a
%/ Kentucky country west -

ern bar owned by Bobby
Micki e i nvol vi ngghost s andan al | eged “ gat evay t 0
hel | ” whi chturned out t o be ahol ei nt he basenent
fl oor. The Bobbi e Mxcki espi rits seent obet he product
of apublicitycanpai gn, Si nceanewone appears every
twor threeyearsjust i nti netorenewpubl i ci nt erest
inthebear.
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Anat her | ocal haunti ngi nval ves t he Sout hget e-
Gano House i n Qvi ngt on. Thi s handsone exanpl e of
Federd architectureissa dtohavebeenthesceredt the
tragi csui ci deof thedaughter of the owner over | ove
goneawy. Thesuicideissaidtohaveoccurredat a
partyat thehouseatt ended byt he Mr qui s de Laf ayette.
Joecheckedthestary
I nvari ous sour ces,
foundthat it has a
classichistory. Md
er n newspaper st o-
ri esabout thi sghost
ar e based on ol der
newspaper stories
whi ch ar e based on
evenal der account s,
each account chang-
ingthestayjust abit
toava dpl agi ari sm Inthi scasethehouset hat vasthe
sceneof thesu ci deturnsout tohavebeeni nLexi ngton,
not Qi ngton, and Laf ayette, al thoughhed dstopin
Qovi ngt on on hi s way fromLexi ngtonto G nci nnat i ,
ddsoonyinorder toreievehinse f.

Local historianandarchitectureexpert Vel ter
Langsamtel | sthestory of bei nghiredtoexamne a
subur ban r anch house vhose owner s bel | eved t he house
was af f| i ctedw t h ghost s becauseit had ananti que
nant el pi ecefromanol d houseinQvingtoninthe
livingroom Vdl ter i nvesti gat ed, deci dedt he nant el
pi ecevas of nedernltalianori g n, andhad beenbought
at Aonoff’ s, not renovedfromenad der house. Inspite
of hisinput, thestoryappearedonTVnevs one eveni ng
a | eg ngthat t he housewas haunt edbecause of aspirit
attachedtoanantel piecefromanol dhousein
Qi ngton.

Al gost staiesaedther literaygost staries,
foundinliteraturefromanci ent tonodern, andoften
qui te powerful , or fol k ghost stories, plain,
unor nanent ed stori estol d by ordi nary peopl e. The
deeper intohistorythereader goes, thegreater the
proportionof literaryghost stories, becausetheyare
norelikel ytosurvivethanfo kstories. Giost stories
varygreat|yover tine, drivenbycultural forces. An
excd | ent examnati onof thesechangesisfoundinR C
H nucane’ s Qhost s: Appear ances of t he Dead and
Qi tural Transfornation, avai | abl ei npaperback from
P onet heus Books.

Gost stori eshaveperfornedavari ety of soci a

pur poses. | nanci ent tines, ghostsweresai dtoconpl ain
tothelivingabout deficienciesinther

burid ritesor grave, sograveswere

tendedtopl acat et heghost s, wo
stayedprettyclosetotheir

graves. I nadd ti ont oencourag-

I ng grave nai nt enance, ghost
storieshavefrightenedthegu Ity

wththethreat of revealingthei r

secrets. But thenai njobof ghosts

t hrought he ages has beent oconfiort t he bereaved. Wth
therisedf theCuri stianchurchcane ghosts sai dt oask
for prayersfor sal vationandather dul | natters. Inthe
si xteent hcent ury, ghost s wer e upbeat and hunor ous,
but turned gl oony duringthe Puritanseventeenth
century. Inthenineteenthcentury, ghostswerein
decline. Soriestd dof seel ngghost s da ngt hewvashor
naki ng beds, not del i veringi nportant nessagesasin
thepast. Accordingtosurveyscarriedout inBitain,
twentiethcenturyghostsdiffer littlefromtheir
ni net eent h cent ury col | eagues. and ar e seen hovering
over bedsor stand ngbythesi dedf thercadinhistorica
cost unes as t hey wer e acent ury ago.

A“haunting’ i saghost that i ssal dtoappear at
thesanetineof night, i nthesanepl ace, doi ngt he sane
thing, night after night i nanunchangi ng pattern.
Haunt i ng ghost s never speak.

The nanner i nwhi ch ghost s ar e t hought t o
transnnt nessagestothelivinga sovariesover tine. In
t he past, ghosts were sai dtoappear and del i ver
nessagestotheliving 1n1848theFoxsi sters, thefirst
spiritudists, cla nedthat ghoststa kedtot henrat her

thantot he personfor whom

ﬂ? t he nessage was i nt ended.

e | Persons concer ned about
Y | i} nessagesfromdeadrel atives
) s 'IIZJ& attendedt hei r seances, asked
o Il /. oquestions, andrecei ved an-
swerssaidtobefromthei r
deadrel ati ves. These an-
sverswerede i veredthrough
nyst eri ous ghost | y knocki ngs, act ual |y t he poppi ng of
jansinthesisters fea. Later spritudistsrequ redno
questions, but i nsteadj ust nade conment s repeati ng
what they cl ai nedt he dead had sai dt ot hem Today, in
aprocesscal led“chanmnd ing}.” spiritud i stscl a nthat
thevoi ceof thedead, usual | ythevoi ceof aw seand
anci ent sage, speaksdirectl ywththechannel er’ sown
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voi ce. The Qui j a board, atradenar ked devi ce
i ncl udi ngapoi nter andtheal phabet, isa sousedto
recel veal | eged nessages f r ont he dead.

Hstoryaffectsghost storiesinather vays. Ver
pr onot es ghost s and ghost st ori es because nany peopl e
dieyoung, their livesinterruptedandunfini shed,
| eavi ng behi nd unr esol ved confl i ct s andi nconpl et e
agendas. Parents, brothersandsisters, friends, and
nei ghbor s gri eve andwant t o correct
rel ati onships. TheGvi |l VEr produced
anar ket for nessages frombeyond
that establ i shedthe nedi umi nthe
LhitedSates. VorldVeérs| andl |
al soboost edt he nar ket for nedi uns.
I nBritainoverreachi ng nedi uns
destroyed spi ri tual i smas a busi ness when t hey
i ndul gedinfraud and became atarget for | aw
efacas.

Thebel iever’ spaint of viem sthat aghost isa
spiritua nanifestationof thedeadthat canbeseenand
heard. The skeptic’ s poi nt of viewi sthat al t hough
sci encehasnogpi nonabout strictlyspiritud natters,
nat ura phenonenaaresub) ect tosci entificverifica
tion. Sonethingthat canbeseene ther emtsor refl ects
phot ons. Soundrequi resthat sonenat ural event cause
nol ecu esintheairtovibrate, thusghoststhat canbe
seenand heardare anat ural phenonenonthat can be
investi geted

But noone has ever beenabl et ogat her evi dence
show ngthat ghosts coul dbe seenor heard. Thusthe
expl anation, “It wvasaghost.” isanunfal sifiabl e
hypot hesi s, aproposi ti onbeyondthereachof sci ence.

Tonardtheendof theni neteenthcentury, the
success of the Foxsi stersinEngl andi nspired, soto
speak, thefornationof the
Soci ety of Psychical Re-
search. Mbst of thesoci ety s
investigationsat that tine
resul tedi naconcl usi ont hat
maybe therereal | y was a
ghost i nvol ved. Froml1890t o
18%4 t he soci ety undert ook a
huge survey | ooki nginto kg
cont enpor ary bel i ef s about
and experi encesw t hghost s.
or asthesocietyca | edthem “hal | uci nati ons”. The
quest i onnai r e was conpl et ed by 17, 000 peopl e, and
has beenrepeat edonasnal | er scal esi ncethen. Qut of

theorig nal sanpl e, 673 peopl ereportedt hat t hey had
hadafi rst hand experi encei nwhi cht hey wer et ouched
by or hadseenar heardanentitythat was not aphysi cal
presence. Second hand exper i ences and doubt f ul
sighti ngswerereportedby 1, 684 peopl e. Thirty-ni ne
percent of thereports of ghosts were nade by nen,
Si Xt y- one per cent by wonen, a proportiont hat
cotinuestothepresent. @ theorig na si ghtings, 16%
ver et hought t o be of peopl e knownt o be dead, 44%of
I'i vi ng peopl e, and 42%of peopl e who wer e unknown.

Thechi ef reasonpeop ebel i eveinghost si st hat
ghost s showmt hat wedonat real I ydi e, but just conti nue
lifeinanother formandpl ace. As A exander Ropesai d,
“Hopespringseternal i nthehunanbreast: Min never
is, but dwaystobebl est.”

Surveys aski ng i nf or nat i on about ghost |y
appear ances have found t hat t he nost frequent |y
reportedreasonfor bel i ev-

i ngaghost was present was

heari ng st range sounds. The M
second was f eel i ng cool

breezes. Botharethought to

be r esponses t 0 sonet hi ng

that frightenedt he person,

whoi nt er pret edwhat he saw

or heardas aghost. Wenfri ght ened, aper sonbecones
hyperacute, |isteningandl ooki ngfar norecareful Iy
thanusud . Inthisstateshehearsandseesthingsusud |y
i gnored. The“col dbreeze” feel i ngoccursvhenfri ght
cutsoff bl oodfl owt ohands andfeet andskin, resul ting
infeelingchilled Thetwonost commonreasons cited
for believingthat aghost was present are conmon
responsestohavi ngbeenfrightened. Theseareoften
fol | oned by conf abul ati on, anornal psychol ogi cal
processthat occurswenever astoryisrepeated yta d
or tal kedabout : gradual | y andunconsci ously, fact i s
repl acedby fantasy i nt he per son' s nenory.

Gostsared sooftentheinterpretati onoffered
for sensati ons i nduced by ner vous syst emphenonena
that occur uponsl eepi ngandwaki ng. |f theparal ysi s
that protectsthedreaner from hedangersof actingout
dreans over | aps wakef ul ness, thei ndi vi dual nay have
ahypnagog chal | uci nati on, seei ngcl ear picturesi nno
order of deadrel ativesandfriends, andinterpret the
I nages as a ghost standi ng at t he end of t he bed.
S mlarly, uponwaki ngup, the sl eeper nay be avare
beforetheabi |itytonaoveret urns and nay seei nages of
friendsandrel atives. These phenonenaarecal | ed

10
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hypnoponpi ¢ hal | uci nations. |f thesl eeper’ sworld
vi ewi ncl udes abel i ef i nghosts, sheor heislikelyto
inerpret thesehd | uci neti onsasghost s.

Anat her psychol ogi cal stateisresponsi bl efor
thesensati onthat soneoneel seisintheroom Miling
al | of theseeventsover andt hi nki ngandtal ki ng about
t hemof t en pr oduces conf abul ati on, resultinginthe
producti onof aful | -fl edgedghost story.

Joe’' sfirst ghost i nvestigati onwas of ayoung
vonan of el ght eenwhobel i evedt hat aghost hadfal | en
inlovew thher andwas fol | ow ng her. She was
conf used, bot hered, and upset. Shelivedw th her
husbandandtwoyear o dchil d, i nanapart nent not far
fromt hefar mhouse occupi edby therest of her famly,
her not her andher brother. nhisfirst visit, Joe, wo
hadnoi deavhat toexpect, tal kedtothefamlyfor three
hours, record ngtheconversati on. Thefamlyhadlived
inthehousefor fiveor sixyears,
and had f ound per sonal bel ong-
ings about 100yearsol dinthe
aticof thehouse Researchat the
publiclibraryledthemtothe
nane and geneal ogy of t he
farnmer whohad livedinthe
house, abit over 100years ol d.
Thenot her wvasthefirst tosee
theghost, whii chshereportedto
Joethat shehadseenfor asplit secondinthekitchen. It
isquitecoomonfor asightingtobeextrenel yshort.
Thenher son, playi nghi sguitar i nhi sbedroom sensed
sonet hi ng behi nd hi mandj ust thenhi sanpl i fier went
Oead. Feinterpretedthefailureof theanplifier asthe
nischi ef of theghost.

Thefaml yta kedabout theghost indetail, going
over thestari esover adover. Incidetsattributedtothe
ghost i ncreased: keys noved, doors cl osed, cl oset rods
fel down, faucetsturnedoff, strangena sesoccurred,
soneone was seen goi ng i nt ot he bat hr oonmhi | et he
famlywaswat chingTVwththelightsout. Athough
thefannl ytal kedabout theghost constantly, theycou d
findnooneel sewhowoul ddi scussit wththem Thei r
mni ster andthel r friendsrefusedtod scussthei ssue.
The desper at e fam | y cont act ed psychi c Patri ci a
Mschel e, wooffersher servicesat anhourlyrate, ad
ta dthefaml ythat theghost vasda ngd | thesethi ngs
becauset hey had nessed w t h hi s bel ongi ngs. They put
al thethingsthey hadf oundbackintheattic, but the
ghost |y happeni ngs cont i nued.

11

The ghost beconethefocusof their lives. A a
fam |y bi rthday party, sonmeone t ook a Pol aroi d
phot ogr aph al | eged t o showt he ghost i nthe
background, avaguefi guredf anani nastovep pehat .
The not her begantouse aQui jaboardtorecei ve
nessages fromt he
ghost thet sheinter-
pr et ed as neani ng
that theghost vasin
| ovew t hher daught
ter andt hat soneone
woul d be hurt or
evenkilled. Her
daught er beganto
seetheghost i nher apart nent severa ml es anay from
t he house, and bel i evedt he ghost was fol | ow ng her.
A last thefamly f ound Bob Baker, who asked Joeto
investigate. Ater heari ngthewd estory, Joeta ked
toBobanddetermnedastrategy for deal i ngwththe
ghost . Bel i evingthe ghost tobethe product of
conf abul ati on, andt he not her t obet he nai nsour ce of
thisinterpretati on, Joeaskedthebrother andsi ster
eachtopl edgenot tonenti ontheghost for anonth,
andt ochanget he subj ect t o sonet hi ngel seshoul dthe
ghost cone upi naconversation. Twotot hreenont hs
| at er t he ghost was gore.

Thefaml yhadfd | envictintoanunfa sifiad e
hypot hesi s: theghost didit. Nonatter wiat happened,
thi s expl anati onwas appl i ed, andeachtineit was
ool i edbd i ef intheghost i ncreased. Gonstant ta king
about theghost resul tedininadvertent!y buil di ng
fantasyintofact. Gadual lyfrighteni ngand
threat eni ngi deas wer e associ at edw t ht he ghost ,
especi a | ythroughtheuseof theQuijaboardbythe
not her, until everyoneinthefamlywas fright ened
and upset . Wien t he younger nenbers of thefamly
excl uded t he ghost as an expl anat i on and t opi ¢ of
conversation, thewho efantasy, andthedistressit
caused, gradual |y nel t ed avay.

-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJer gens.

Happy
Halloween

Fﬁf&]ﬂl?qiﬁ

ﬁ'gf/jf é x@vﬁvﬁ&ff
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Forthright Deception from page 1....

| enon | awcoveri ng def ecti ve aut onobi | es, t he
consuner nay recover everythinghepai dfor thecar
pl usreasonad eattorneys’ fees.

(ne of the nost i nteresti ng cases Bob has
wor ked wi t h was
not a case of
def raud ngt hecornt
suner. It was a
case of handi ng
t he consuner t 0o
nuchi nf or nat i on.
Inaneffort to
boost ratings, KX
televisionareda
showf eat uri ng a
nasked nagi ci an. Vérki ngincognitoinfront of the
caner as, thi s nagi ci anreveal edt he secret s behi nd
about twentytricks, al of themstockil | usi ons known
and used by al | nmagi ci ans. Thi s out r aged many
nagi ci ans, who gener al | y consi der purchase of a
particular trickaninplicit contract wththe
nanuf act urer toprotect thetrick ssecrets. TheVirl d
Alianceof Mgiciansvantedtotakeacti onagai nst the
nasked nar auder, but foundlittl el egal groundtostand
m

Ent er our her o Bob G askery, woas anagi ci an
was as out raged over thespi | i ng of t he beans as any
ot her nagi cvworker. Andheal sohadthevherewthal to
findl egal neansof corral li ngthenagi ci anbehi ndt he
nask. Bt first hehadtofindthenag cian. Happilythe
nasked nagi ci anhadi ncl udedinhi sact anillusionsa d
excl usi vel y by asi ngl e nagi ¢ shop. The owner had sol d
threeof thisparticularillusion Twowereeasily
accounted for. The snal | worl d of nagi ci ans was
qui cklyabl etotracethethethird.

Thecul prit provedtobeVal Val anti no, whom

Bob sued, cl ai m ng he had a
contract w ththe personfrom
whomhe had bought thetricknot to
reveal itsworkings. Thesuit hadno
chance of success, but that was not
thepoint of thislegal exercise.
Val anti no’ s cont i nuedfi nanci al
success as t he nasked nagi ci an
depended onrenai ni ng t hor oughl y nasked. Thesui t,
weak asit was, forcedVal anti notoadmt hisidentity
publiclyincourt, cutti ngoff t he nasked nagi ci an’ s
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profitability. Wi chwas consi derabl e: Fox has sol d
275, 000 vi deot apes of t he program

Apai r of g anorous, $12, thi gh+ hi ghst ocki ngs
nar ketedasweddi ngattirebyMctoria s Secret was
Bob' snext target. Apai r of these st ocki ngs was bought
by B i zabet h Brown Mur phy f or her weddi ng. M.
Mur phy wor e t he st ocki ngs t o her weddi ng and
recepti on, andontot he honeynmonhot el af t er var ds,
atota of about 10hours. Thetroubl e beganwhen she
triedtotakethestocki ngsoff. Thearti-slipsilicone
lirer at thetopof thestocki ngadheredsot horoughl yto
her ski nthat shewas unabl etorenovet hem evenafter
soaki ngthemw thwat er. Shewas abl etorenovethe
stocki ngs onl y by al sorenovi ngstripsaof her skin. In
additiontopai nand stress, shewas unabl eto
consummat e her narri age on
her weddi ngni ght. And she has
scar s around her t hi ghs whi ch
arestill visib enarethanayear
|ater. Bobhas hadcallsfrom |
five ot her wonenwho suff ered
t he sane danage. | f t here had
beenavarni ngonthel abel , she
woul d not have bought t he
st ocki ngs.

Inthecourseof suingMctoria s Secret, Bob
has di scover ed cust oner conpl ai nt car ds conpl ai ni ng
of this problem He has al soturned up evi dence
showngthat M ctoria s Secret haddonetestingwhi ch
reveal edtheproblem It wll beuptoaj urytodeci de
wat a | of thelride smseryisvarth butitislikdy
tobenorethanthe$7500M ctoria s Secret of feredthe
inuedbride

Gonpensat i on f or weddi ng ni ght i nj ury
r em nded Bob t 0 debunk t he conmonl y hear d st ory
that the MDonal d' s hot cof f ee case was a case of
cl unsy, denandi ng consuner, not negl i gence onthe
onthe part of MDonal d’ s. Large conpensat i ons
anarded by j uriesarenot al ways outrageous. Inthe
MDonal d s hot cof feecase, for exanpl e, thefacts of
thecasearethese: theplantiff wasan83year o d
wonan, drivingw thher grandson. She was handed
cof fee 20 degrees hot t er t hannwst conmer ci al cof f ee
iskept a, andthelidonthecupvas not seat edproperly
onthecup. As shevas handedthecoffeetoput i nacup
hol der, thecoffeespi |l edintoher | ap, causi ngsecond
degecburnstoher genitdiag resdtinginpan, inuy,
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~ and $25.000i nnedi cal expenses.

N MDonal d' s ref usedtopay t he
I nedi cal expenses. Aj ury awar ded $4
: ml | ion, based onresear ch show ng
that thisistheprofit MDonal d s
nakesonthesal eof coffeeinasing e
SR — dayinthelhitedSates. Ajudgel ater

reducedt he avardt 0 $375, 000. Nei t her thefinal avard
nor theextensi veinjurydonebythecoffeenadeit into
t he nevs.

Ater acharmngcardtrickanysci-fi fanwou d
| ove, i nvhi chordi nary cardsportray I nvasi onof the
Body Shat chers” andaret urnedi nt opod-1 i ke spades by
evil diens, Bbturnedtopractica ti psonhowtousethe
(hi ol enonl aw Thi s | awpr ovi des renedi es shoul d an
aut onobi | e you buy turnout tobeirrened ably
Hetive

The | awal | ows t he consuner to suet he
nanuf act urer, not thedeal er. Bit deal ersareinvd vedin
t he pr ocess becauset hey areresponsi bl efor correcting
defectsinnewcars. A thoughcar deal ers of t en post
sigssayingthet arbitrationisrequredindl | enonl aw
cases, thet isnat true. Thel awstatesthat arbitrationis
requi red, but onlyincerta nunusual circunst ances.
The deal ers have every reasont o pronot et he | awas
requiringarbitrati on, becausearbitrati oncoststhem
lessthanasuit ineveryinstance. Abitrati ona vways
al | ows the anount refundedtothe
consuner t o be reduced accordingto
howl ong t he consuner has ownedt he “{ o
car or honfar shehasdrivenit. Sothe TP
first thi ngyou needshoul dyoudeci de
your newcar i sal enonis|awyer, but
rnentoer that i f youw n, whi chisnot unconmon, your
attorney’sfeesw | beincl udedintheanount you
recover.

Acar isclassifiedalegal lenonif it neets
certainstandardsof i nperfection. Frst it nust beanew
car, nool der than18nonths. If it has adefect t hat
inpai rssaf ety, |ikeabrakeprobl em thedeal er nust
repai r theprod enonthefirst try. If theprod em snot
correctedonthefirst try, thel awstatesthat the
consuner nust get anewcar, or thereturnof all costs
associ atedwthbuyi ngthecar, i ncl ud ngfeesandt axes,
andreasonadl eattorney’ sfees.

If thecar hasadefect not rel atedtosafety, |ike
anai r condi ti oner probl emt hat renai ns uncorrect ed
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aterthrecattenptsat repair, thenit d soisal enan. A
newaut onobi | ecanal soattai ntherank of | enon by
havi ngat | east e gt prod ensthet requirerepair inthe
first 18 nont hs of owner shi p, or by bei ng out of
serviceat | east 30daysduri ngthefirst 18 nont hs.

I n each case, the purchaser nust filea
conpl ai nt wthintwoyearsof theendof thevarranty,

inaddi ti ontotherequi renent s above. Thel enonl aw
appliestol easedaswel | as purchasedvehi cl es. There
area soprovi si ons coveri ngusedcars.

S nce deal ers have afinanci al stakein

preventi ngl enon st at us,

/ t hey have a t endency

// ) when a car cones infor

“thesecondtinewitha

A 2 givenproblem towite

\C)J—“-C)JQ uptheserviceticket and

| abel t he probl emsone-

thingel se. Sotheai r cond tioner prodl emi senteredon

theserviceticket at thefirst visit asonething, for

exanpl e, “noi sy conpressor.” Thenext ti net he sane

car conesinwthair conditioner probl ens, theti cket
says“col dai r vent not wor ki ng,” and soon.

Shoul dyou ever havet he misf ort une havi nga
newcar thet i sdefecti veandd fficut torepar, besure
that whenyoutakethe car backtothedeal er for a
secondrepai r of ag venprod ent hat youor theservi ce
depart nent enpl oyee nakest heti cket out t o showt hat
theprod en sthesaneonet hat t he servi ce depart nent
tackl ed unsuccessful | y earl i er. Renentoer t hat you
yoursel f naywitetheproblemontheticket. If a
pr obl emdevel ops andt he deal er cl ai ns t he probl em
can't befound, thet visit totheservi cedepert nent stil |
count s as ast ept ovardachi evi ngl enonst at us, sokeep
theservi ceti cket.

-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJergens

f AndV\hiIeV\e’reatit,V\hydon’tV\N

t each cour ses i nhowt o be responsi bl e, or how
tobenarried, or howtobeagoodparent, or, at
theveryl east, howt obeareasonabl y honorabl e
hunan bei ng? Unf ort unat el y, suchcoursesw |
never be taught, becausetheinfornation
ol eanedwoul dhavenoappl i cati ontorea life.
& GorgeCxlin, Banlrggy ngs(1997) p. 250

J
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Hwtodeal wthviruseswarningsande-nail .

Thefol | owngvas sent toVdl f whosent it toneand
I sentittonyDad. It originallycanefromAndy Jergens
who nay have obt ai nedi t el sewhere:

“Grerd rue If e-nail asksyoutosendit toa | your
friendsyoucanstopread ngright there. Al suche
nai|l fallsintooned four categories:

() Canletters

(2) Pyramid schenes (whicharechainletters+
frad

(3) Vérni ngs about viruses or ot her unpl easant
thingsvhi charevel | intenti onedbut tata lyfa se.
(4) Reguest stosendsonet hi ngt o soneone: petiti ons
arepopu ar asarerequest stosendgreeti ngcards or
bottlecapsor e-nai| tosone poor chapwhoreal |y
vantsit tostop.”

Adrewslistisagoodstart. It isnunersone, three
andfour that | haverunacross nost of tenwherel work.
Soneof thee-nai | s| get runlikethis:

“Lear A1 end
Hrersthermfo for thenewr ruses:
WARNI NG Nb. 1
/f yourecel ve any (HOMSreen Saver. HS. do

shows a NI A hanapfione, withtine nessages.
Ateritisactivated theFCeara booxt wa a/. 1t
goes verysiow [t destroys your hardd sk. The
fr/enaneis (A LSAVER EXE

WARNI NG Nb. 2
Bevare! | someone naned <Sanalan> asks you
tocheck out Wi spage. DONOY! [t isat “fetp://
wa geoci t 1 es. com vi enna/ 6318” <—LONCT go
totiissite T spagehacksimoyour C 2/ ve [D
NOT QO THERE. . .

VAR NG Nb. 3
/fyouget anEnail titled.: “WnAHY i day” [O
NTaqoenit. B eteit imedaéy. Mcrosot just
amournced yesteraay. 1t isanaliciousvirusthat
WLL ERASE YORHARDDR VE. At this time
thereisnoremedy. Forvardtiis toeveryone
!/ MEDY ATEL YT /

WARNI NG Nb. 4
/f yourecerveane-na/ titled JONTH GREWor

EVERYTH NG on your hard drive! PENMPAL
gpearstobearfried yl/etea askingyourf youare
Imeestedinapepd. . ... ar bythetineyouread
this/ateritisiae Melrganoarseviruswl/
haveal ready nfect ed't he boor sect or of your hard
dive aestraimgdl thedaapresat. /1t isasd'r-
redicarimvirus, avaretienessagel/ sreadit will
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AUTQATI ALY Forvarditself toanyone who's
e/ altessispresat inyar box!!! T svirus
wll destroyyour harddi veadha dsthepatert i &
to LESTROY't he hard ar i ve of anyorne whose nar /
/sinyour boxaxiwosenai/ 1sinthe' r box an'so

PENFAL or JA NTHECREW Thi s vi rus can do
na&f or DWAGE o vior! aw de net viorks! /! /

AQ. HAS SAI D TH S 1S A VERY DANGERQUS
VI RUS AMD THERE | S MO RENEDY FOR THI' S
YET. FORVARD | T TOALL YOUR OV- L/ NE
FRENSASAR/

/ bdieveteseareval i d

Yar FFied rdaionec”’

Ater readinganillionof thesefal sewarnings, |
ask; howar e we supposedt o knowwhat isorisn't atrue
vi ruswarni ng? Andrew srul es conetonind. 1 nthe above
exanpl e, thereader istoldthisisaMrusVérning (#3).
Thereader i sal soaskedt osendt hesevarningstod| of ther
friends (#1&#4.) 1I'dliketoadda5"hand 6" ruleto
Adrewslist:

5 “If it sounds|ikeanurbanl egend, it probably
igd”

6) “If youdon't knowandcan't tell whosent it,
Hdeit!

Sone of t hese M rus Vérni ngs are very funnyto
peopl e who knowand under st and conput er s but can be very
scarytothenajorityof peopl evhodon' t knowt hedetail s
of howa conput er works. For i nstance you carwor get a
virusfromthecotetso theenail letteritsdf. Bt avirus
canbeineddedi nanattachnent tothee-nail letter.
(Note--theMcrosoft VirdMicros areanattachnent tothe
enail.) Aprogramhastoberuninorder for theMrusto
survive. MEnail letterisnat arunadl eprogramout the
attachnent nay be.

| f soneone sends you avi rus war ni ng, check out
t he websi t es of MAf ee(wwy ntaf ee. com), Norton Anti -
Vi rus Sof t war e( W synant ec. com) or any ot her anti -
virussoftwarevendor. Sncel useNorton' s Anti-virus
softvare, | knowt hat they devot epart of their websiteto
anti-virushoaxes. (Sadbut true!) If it isahoax, youdonat
havetoforvardyour e-nai |l toa | of your friends. Youcan
STQPthevirusvarning/ chainletter. IfitisatrueMrus
varning, you' | | hear about it nat j ust fromyour friends, but
theeverywhereel seaswel | . | havenever recei vedatrue
vi rus war ni ng fromany e-nai | that wasn't support ed by
var ni ngs vi athe nedi a, other friends or avendor’ s web
site. Inadditiontoother peopl eeither nyanti-virus
sof tvarecaught it, or | heardabout it onthenews or from
Vgl f andthe U C Gonput i ng Depart nent .

Thebottom i ne--j ust usepl a nconmansense. |f it
soundstogood/ badtobetrue, it probablyisn't.

Donna Loughry
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The Association for Rational Thought is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. We share the
ideas and philosophies of CSICOP, the Skeptics Society, and JREF.

CSICOP : the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal publishes the Skeptical Inquirer, a
journal of investigations of paranormal claims. PO. Box 703, Amherst, NY 14226-0703, phone: 800-634-1610, fax: 716-
636-1733, www.scicop.org

The Skeptics Society, publishes The Skeptic Magazine. PO Box 338, Altadena, CA 91001; phone: 626-794-3119; fax
626-794-130; skepticmag@aol.com and www.skeptic.com,.

JREF: the James Randi Educational Foundation publishes the Swift Newsletter. 201 SE 12" Street Fort Lauderdale, FL
33316-1815; www.randi.org

A.R.T. meets on the second Saturday of each month September through June, 10:00 AM at James Tavern in Blue Ash and
publishes Cincinnati Skeptic each month. A.R.T. meetings are open to the public. A.R.T. also maintains a database of
information on paranormal claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was
founded by Cincinnati area skepticsin 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Nurit Bowman, (513) 731-0642 or visit our website.
Address Changes and Corrections, Member ship Questions: Roy Auerbach (513) 731-2774 E-mail: raa@one.net

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed’: (highlighted) - your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:
®©New Member ®Renewing Member @Contribution  ®Gift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone Work:  Home: E-mail:

We have kept dues low and will continue to do so in spite of rising costs. However, if you are ableto, your
additional contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generoudly, if possible. Thank you very

much!
I would like to make a contribution in addition to my duesto further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues. $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., PO. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.
oRequest subjects for future meetings
oPlease do not _include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

SKepticismand ART
é ¥ D on the Electronic Media
el P For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network Ef-
; A & = fort. You will find cheerful, rational messages from CSICOP, James*“ The Amazing” Randi,
% your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. This is our means of

staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.

Besureto check out our skeptical websiteat http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It contains: our BLURBS
on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the information for joining
SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition, you'll find such things as
how to get to our meetings held at James Tavern; other waysto reach us; and how to send sample copies of the
newsletter to potential members. —David Wall, Web Site Manager

Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
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Address Service Requested

The Association for Rational Thought is an organization committed to encouraging rationaal, well- informed
evalution of fringe-science, pesudoscience, and paranormal claims. A.R.T. encourages the investigation of paranormal
and pseudoscientific claims from a responsible, scientific viewpoint and the distribution of the results of such investigas
tions to the public. You are cordialy invited to become a member of A.R.T. Membership information is included
elsewhare in this issue.

Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Place: James Tavern at Cooper Road and Reed Hartman Highway. It isagreat place to gather and then have
the lunch/social portion of each meeting. This location is very accessible for folks wielding walkers, wheel-
chairs and the like. Coffeeis available with a small donation during the meeting.

Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:00PM - 2:00 PM -- lunch

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!..See you there!

Fourth Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 11 December 1999
Topic: Thelntelligent DesignArgunent: It’'sQigin, Death, and Resurrecti on.
Soeaker: SevenShafersnan. Thista kwl | cover thehistoryof thethei st/ creati oni st argunent fromdesi gn,
thefine-tuni ngargunent, andtheant hropi ¢ cosnol ogi cal princi pl e, focusi ngonthe argunent s of desi gn
proponent s (Pal ey, Ross, Sw nbur ne, Schroeder, Davi es), thephil osophi cal refutations of them( Hine,
G unbaum Drange, Smth), andthescientificrefutationsof them(Darwn, Davki ns, Vi nberg, Senger). For
anunier of reasonsthat wll bedi scussed, thevari ous versi ons of t hedesi gnargunent arecurrent!y very hot
topi csanongcreati onists, thel st phil osphersandsci entists, cosnol ogi sts, andpopul ar sci encewitersand
readers. Gneandfi ndout wy, andl earnthel at est t hi nki ngabout thi s subj ect.

Fifth Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 08 January 2000

: Topic: Y2K
yiﬁ Speaker: Post Mortem on the First Week of Y 2K (in 2000 Words or less). Moderated Discussion
with the Audience...Bring your experiences to share!!!

Join us.... 1o 1ind out what's real and what's not!
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